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Sir: 



The references cited on attached form PTO/SB/08A and PTO/SB/08B are being 



called to the attention of the Examiner. 

This application is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application No. 09/355,072, filed 
July 21, 1999, now U.S. Patent 6,337,479, issued January 15, 2002, which is a National Phase 
filing of PCT Patent Application PCT/US98/01528, filed January 21, 1998. 

PCT Patent Application PCT/US98/01528 is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent 
Application No. 08/906,602, filed December 10, 1996, now U.S. Patent No. 6,265,71 1, which is 
a file wrapper continuation of U.S. Patent Application No. 08/281,883, filed July 28, 1994, now 



abandoned. 



PCT Patent Application PCT/US98/01528 is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent 



Application No. 08/885,014, filed July 1, 1997, now U.S. Pat. No. 6,144,028, issued November 
7, 2000, which is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application No. 08/412,380, filed March 29, 
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1995, now abandoned, which is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent Application No. 
08/281,883, filed July 28, 1994, now abandoned. 



Application No. 08/776,361, filed May 16, 1997, now U.S. Patent 6,339,217 issued January 15, 
2002, which is a National Phase filing of PCT Application No. PCT/US95/09553, filed July 28, 
1995, which is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent Application No. 08/412,380, filed March 
29, 1995, now abandoned, which is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent Application No. 
08/281,883, filed July 28, 1994, now abandoned. 

PCT Patent Application PCT/US98/01528 is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent 
Application No. 08/506,516, filed July 24, 1995, now U.S. Patent No. 5,751,683. 

PCT Patent Application PCT/US98/01528 is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent 
Application No. 08/613,982, filed March 4, 1996, now U.S. Patent No. 5,756,997, issued May 
26, 1998. 

PCT Patent Application PCT/US98/01528 is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent 
Application No. 08/786,623, filed January 21, 1997, now abandoned. 

PCT Patent Application PCT/US98/01528 is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent 
Application No. 08/827,953, filed April 6, 1997, now abandoned. 

In accordance with 37 CFR §1. 98(d), copies of the cited U.S. patents can be found 
with those applications. However, copies will be provided at the Examiner's request. 

As provided for by 37 CFR § 1.97(g) and (h), no inference should be made that the 
information and references cited are prior art merely because they are in this statement and no 
representation is being made that a search has been conducted or that this statement encompasses 
all the possible relevant information. 



is being submitted prior to the first Office Action. However, if a fee is required, the 
Commissioner is authorized to deduct such fee from the undersigned's Deposit Account No. 20- 
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1430. Please deduct any additional fees from, or credit any overpayment to, the above-noted 
Deposit Account. 
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David N. Slone 
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